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' I am writing to Guerchy, and order him to keep the secret
from everybody. I am instructing him to keep all the papers
sealed, until his return to Paris upon the annual trip he proposes
taking. . . . If G-uerchy betrays the secret, he betrays me, and
will le a lost man. If he is a man of honour, he will not do
so; if he is a knave, he deserves to be hanged. It is very clear
that you and the Count de Broglio are uneasy. Be reassured,
I am much more unconcerned. . . . Having so freely entrusted
Guerchy with the secret, he will keep ^ it. . . . The case is dif-
ferent with Madame de G-uerchy. I hope he will not tell his
wife anything about it. . . .' *

De Broglie was of an entirely different opinion.
Upon hearing of what the King had done, lie declared
to Tercier, in a note lie wrote from his place of exile,
that de Guerchy would assuredly divulge the secret,
and that his wife was as assuredly already acquainted
with it.2
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